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Biden to meet Republicans as Democrats push ahead on aid 


By AAMER MADHANI, LISA 
MASCARO and JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden is to meet 
late Monday with a group 
of 10 Republican senators 
who have proposed $618 
billion in coronavirus aid, 
about a third of the $1.9 
trillion he is seeking as con- 
gressional Democrats vow 
to push ahead with or with- 
out GOP support. 

The Republican group's 
proposal focuses on the 
opandemic's health effects, 
tapping into bipartisan ur- 
gency fo shore up the na- 
tion's vaccine distribution 
and vastly expanding virus 
testing with $160 billion in 
aid. While that's the same 
as Biden's proposal, their 
slimmed down $1,000 di- 
rect payments would go to 
fewer households than the 
$1,400 Biden has proposed, 
and they offer a fraction of 
what he wants to re-open 
schools. 

They also would give noth- 
ing to states, money that 
Democrats argue Is just as 
important, with $350 billion 
in Biden's plan to keep po- 
lice, fire and other workers 
on the job. 

Gone are Democratic pri- 
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White House press secretary Jen Psaki speaks during a press briefing at the White House, Monday, Feb. 1, 2021, in Washington. 


orities such as a gradual lift- 
ing of the federal minimum 
wage to $15 an hour. 

Engaging the White House 
in high-profile bipartisan 


talks is certain to appeal 
to Biden's wish to unify the 
nation. But Democrats an- 
nounced Monday they 
were pushing ahead in 


=. ek ae i ne i os 


the House and Senate on 
broader budget resolutions 
that will lay the groundwork 
for approving a COVID re- 
lief bill with a process that 
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won't depend on Republi- 
can support for passage. 
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Continued from Front 

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer warned 
that history ts filled with "the 
costs of small thinking." 
"The cost of inaction is high 
and growing, and the time 
for decisive action Is now," 
he and Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi said in a joint statement. 
The goal is for approval 
of COVID relief by March, 
when extra unemployment 
assistance and other pan- 
demic aid expires. 

The overture from the co- 
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"If you can't find bipartisan 
compromise on COVID-19, 
| don't know where you can 
find it," said Ohio Sen. Rob 
Portman, who also signed 
the letter. 

Brian Deese, the top White 
House economic adviser 
leading the administration's 
outreach to Congress, in- 
dicated the administration 
could be open to negotiat- 
ing on limiting the income 
thresholds for — stimulus 
checks. 

‘That is certainly a place 





alition of 10 GOP senators, | 
mostly centrists, is an af- 

tempt to show that at least a 
some in the Republican | (yo 
ranks want to work with { 


that we're willing to_ sit 
down and think about, are 
there ways to make the en- 
tire package more effec- 


thal 
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Biden's new administration, 
rather than simply operat- 
ing as the opposition in the 
minority in Congress. But 
Democrats are wary of us- 
ing too much time court- 
ing GOP support that may 
not materialize or deliver- 
ing too meager a package 
as they believe happened 
during the 2009 recovery. 
The accelerating — talks 
came as the Congressional 
Budget Office delivered 
mixed economic forecasts 
Monday with robust growth 
expected at a 4.5% an- 
nual rate but employment 
rates not to return fo pre- 
pandemic levels for several 
years. 

White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said there is 
“obviously a big gap" be- 
tween the $1.9 trillion pack- 
age Biden has proposed 
and the $618 billion coun- 
teroffer. 

Psaki said Monday that the 
meeting with Republican 
lawmakers would be an 
"exchange of ideas" but 
Biden would reiterate his 








i = 


ze 





National Economic Council Director Brian Deese speaks during a press briefing at the White 
House, Friday, Jan. 22, 2021, in Washington. 


stance that "the risk is not 
that it is too big, this pack- 
age, the risk Is that it is too 
small.” 

An invitation to the GOP 
senators to meet at the 
White House came hours 
after the lawmakers sent 
Biden a letter on Sun- 
day urging him to negoti- 
ate rather than try to ram 
through his relief package 
solely on Democratic votes. 
"We recognize your calls for 
Unity and want to work in 
good faith with your Admin- 
istration to meet the health, 
economic, and = societal 
challenges of the COVID 
crisis," the 10 GOP senators 
wrote to Biden. "We share 
many of your priorities." 

The cornerstone of the 
GOP plan is $160 billion for 
the health care response 
— vaccine distribution, a 
"massive expansion" of test- 
ing, protective gear and 


funds for rural hospitals, ac- 
cording to a draft. 

Other elements of the 
package are similar to 
Biden's plan but at far lesser 
amounts, with $20 billion to 
reopen schools compared 
to $170 billion. The Repub- 
licans offer $40 billion for 
Paycheck Protection Pro- 
gram business aid. 

Under the GOP proposal, 
$1,000 direct payments 
would go to_ individuals 
earning up to $40,000 a 
year, or $80,000 for couples. 
The proposal would begin 
to phase out the benefit af- 
ter that, with no payments 
for individuals earning more 
than $50,000, or $100,000 
for couples. That's less than 
Biden's proposal of$1,400 
direct payments at higher 
incomes levels. 

With Biden's plan, the di- 
rect payments would be 
ohased out at higher in- 
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come levels, and families 
with incomes Up to $300,000 
could receive some stimu- 
lUs money. 

The meeting to be hosted 
by Biden would amount 
to the most public involve- 
ment for the president in 
the negotiations for the 
next round of virus relief. 
Winning the support of 10 
Republicans would be sig- 
nificant for Biden in the 50- 
50 Senate where Vice Presi- 
dent Kamala Harris is the 
tie-breaker. If all Democrats 
were to back an eventual 
compromise bill, the legis- 
lation would reach the 60- 
vote threshold necessary to 
overcome potential block- 
ing efforts and pass under 
regular Senate procedures. 
The plea for Biden to give 
bipartisan negotiations 
more time comes as the 
president has shown signs 
of impatience as the more 
liberal wing of his party 
considers passing the re- 
lief package through a 
process known as budget 
reconciliation. That would 
allow the bill fo pass with 
a 5l-vote majority in the 
Senate, rather than the 60 
votes typically needed to 
advance. 


% 4 . : | tive?" Deese said. 


Biden also spoke on Sunday 
with House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Senate Major- 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer, 
who are facing pressure 
from the more liberal Dem- 
ocratic members to move 
forward with Biden's legisla- 
tion with or without Repub- 
lican support. 

The other GOP senators in- 
vited to meet with Biden 
are Lisa Murkowski of Alas- 
ka, Mitt Romney of Utah, 
Shelley Moore Capito of 
West Virginia, Todd Young 
of Indiana, Jerry Moran of 
Kansas, Mike Rounds of 
South Dakota, and Thom 
Tillis of North Carolina. 

As a candidate, Biden said 
his decades in the Sen- 
ate and his eight years as 
Barack Obama's vice presi- 
dent give him credibility as 
a deal-maker and would 
helo him bring Republicans 
and Democrats to consen- 
sus on the most important 
matters facing the country. 
But less than two weeks into 
his presidency, Biden has 
shown frustration with the 
pace of negotiations at a 
time when the economy is 
showing further evidence of 
wear from the pandemic. 
Last week, 847,000 Ameri- 
cans applied for unem- 
ployment benefits, a sign 
that layoffs remain high as 
the coronavirus pandemic 
continues to rage.L) 
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This April 14, 2015 photo provided by Philip Greenberg shows 
Deborah Archer in New York. 
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ACLU, for first time, 
elects Black person 
as its president 


NEW YORK (AP) — Debo- 
rah Archer, a professor at 
New York University School 
of Law with expertise in civil 
rights and racial justice, has 
become the first Black per- 
son in the 101-year history 
of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union to be elected its 
president. 

The ACLU announced 
Monday that Archer was 
elected over the weekend 
in a virtual meeting of the 
organization's 69-member 
board of directors. She suc- 
ceeds Susan Herman, a 
professor at Brooklyn Law 
School who had served as 
president since 2008. 

As the ACLU's eighth presi- 
dent since 1920, Archer will 
act as chair of its board of 
the directors, overseeing 
organizational matters and 
the setting of civil liberties 
policies. The fight against 
racial injustice is expected 
to be a Top priority. 

The ACLU's day-to-day op- 
erations are managed by 
its executive director — a 
post currently held by An- 
thony Romero. 

During former President 
Donald Trump's four years 
in office, the ACLU filed an 
Unorecedented 413 law- 
suits and other legal ac- 
tions against his administra- 


tion, challenging policies 
related to immigrant rights, 
voting rights, LGBT rights, ra- 
cial justice and other issues. 
The campaign against 
Trump's administration — 
promoted in a catchy "See 
You In Court" ad campaign 
— fueled huge increases 
in donations and member- 
ship. According to Romero, 
the ACLU national office 
and its state affiliates re- 
ceived about $175 million 
in donations in the three 
months after Trump's elec- 
tion, helping to finance a 
major expansion of staff. 
"The ACLU has proven itself 
as an invaluable voice in 
the fight for civil rights in the 
last four years of the Trump 
era, and we are better po- 
sitioned than ever to face 
the work ahead, Archer 
sald. 

Early in her career, after 
graduating from Yale Law 
School, she was a legal fel- 
low at the ACLU in 1997-98. 
She has been a member 
of the ACLU's board since 
2009, and a general coun- 
sel and member of the 
board's executive commit- 
tee since 2017. 

At NYU Law School, Archer 
is Q@ professor of clinical 
law and director of its Civil 
Rights Clinic. L} 
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In this Jan. 9, 2021, file photo, transporters Miguel Lopez, right, Noe Meza prepare to move a body 
of a COVID-19 victim to a morgue at Providence Holy Cross Medical Center in the Mission Hills 


section of Los Angeles. 
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Pandemic's deadliest month in U.S. 


ends with signs of progress 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
and MICHELLE SMITH 
Associated Press 
PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) — 
The deadliest month yet of 
the coronavirus outbreak 
in the U.S. drew to a close 
with certain signs of prog- 
ress: COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations are plum- 
meting, while vaccinations 
are picking up speed. 

The question is whether the 
nation can stay ahead of 
the fast-soreading muta- 
tions of the virus. 

The U.S. death toll has 
climbed past 440,000, 
with over 95,000 lives lost 
in January alone. Deaths 
are running at about 3,150 
per day on average, down 
slightly by about 200 from 
their peak in mid-January. 
But as the calendar turned 
to February on Monday, 
the number of Americans 
in the hospital with COV- 
ID-19 fell below 100,000 for 
the first time in two months. 
New cases of infection are 
averaging about 148,000 
day, falling from almost a 
quarter-million in mid-Janu- 
ary. And cases are trending 
downward in all 50 states. 
"While the recent decline 
in cases and hospital ad- 
missions are encouraging, 
they are counterbalanced 
by the stark reality that in 
January we recorded the 
highest number of COV- 


ID-19 deaths in any month 
since the pandemic be- 
gan, said Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky, director of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

Deaths do not move In per- 
fect locksteo up or down 
with the infection curve. 
They are a lagging indica- 
tor, because it can take a 
few weeks for people to 
get sick and die from CO- 
VID-19. 

Dr. Philio Landrigan, an epi- 
demiologist at Boston Col- 
lege, said vaccines are a 
factor in the sharp drop in 
cases but are not the pri- 
mary cause. Instead, he 
said, the crisis has become 
increasingly "depoliticized" 
in recent weeks as more 
people come to grips with 
the threat and how they 
can help slow the spread 
of the virus. 

"| don't think you can under- 
estimate the importance of 
this culture change. | think 
it's critically important," he 
said. 

After a slow start, the vac- 
cination drive that began 
in mid-December is picking 
Uo the pace. More than 
32.2 millon doses have 
been administered in the 
U.S., according to the CDC. 
That is up from 16.5 million 
on the day President Joe 
Biden took office, Jan. 20. 
The number of shots dis- 


pensed in the week and a 
half since Biden's inaugu- 
ration has been running at 
around 1.3 million per day 
on average, well over the 
president's oft-stated goal 
of 1 million per day. More 
than 5.9 million Americans 
have received the required 
two doses, the CDC said. 
However, the CDC _ re- 
ported Monday that many 
nursing home workers are 
not getting their shots when 
doses are first offered. 
Researchers looked aft 
more than 11,000 nursing 
homes and other such fa- 
cilities that had at least one 
vaccination clinic between 
mid-December and mid- 
January. While 78% of resi- 
dents got at least one shot, 
only 37.5% of staff members 
did. Surveys suggest some 
nursing home workers are 
skeptical of the shots’ ef- 
fectiveness and don't think 
viruses soread easily from 
them to the people they 
care for. 

Three mutated variants of 
the virus from Britain, South 
Africa and Brazil have been 
detected in the U.S. The 
British One spreads more 
easily and is believed to be 
deadlier, but the South Af- 
rica one is prompting even 
more concern because of 
early indications that vac- 
cines may not be as pro- 
tective against it. 
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‘A long two days’: Major storm pummels Northeast with snow 


By JENNIFER PELTZ and KAR- 
EN MATTHEWS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A sprawil- 
ing, lumbering winter storm 
walloped the Eastern U.S. 
on Monday, shutting down 
coronavirus = vaccination 
sites, closing schools and 
halting transit as snow piled 
Up from the Appalachians 
to New England, with the 
heaviest accumulations yet 
to come in many places. 
With flakes falling since 
Sunday evening, New York 
City and northern New Jer- 
sey braced for as much as 
22 inches (56 cm) of snow, 
and parts of New England 
for a foot or more. The 
National Weather Service 
warned that high winds 
and snowfall could persist 
into Tuesday in New York 
and Wednesday in New 
England. 

"We're looking at along two 
days here," New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said at a 
virtual news conference, 
noting that road conditions 
were already _ ‘seriously 
dangerous’ at midday. 

In Brooklyn, cars slid and 
got stuck on a slight hill. 

In Pennsylvania, authorities 
said a 67-year-old woman 
with Alzheimers disease 
who reportedly wandered 
away from her home was 
found dead of hypother- 





Steve Kent skis through Times Square during a snowstorm, Monday, Feb. 1, 2021, in the Manhattan 


borough of New York. 


mia on an Allentown street 
Monday morning. About 60 
miles (97 km) north in Plains 
Township, a shooting that 
followed an argument over 
snow removal killed a mar- 
ried couple, and the sus- 
pect was later found dead 
at his nearby home of a 
wound believed to have 
been self-inflicted, officials 
in Luzerne County said. 

A preliminary investigation 
indicates the people in- 


volved had a long-running 
conflict, but "this morning, 
the disoute was exacer- 
bated by a disagreement 
over snow disposal,” District 
Attorney Stefanie Salavan- 
tis said. 

In Virginia, four firefighters 
were taken to hospitals with 
non-life-threatening injuries 
after their fire truck over- 
turned Sunday on snow- 
covered roads in Henrico 
County, The Richmond 
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Times-Dispatch reported. 
Across the Northeast, many 
coronavirus = vaccination 
sites closed Monday. 

The storm disrupted the 
second phase of Massa- 
chusetts' vaccine rollout as 
a Boston site that was sup- 
posed to open Monday 
for residents ages 75 and 
over did not; some other 
mass vaccination _ sites 
were open. The state was 
expected to get 12 to 18 


inches (30.5 to 61 cm) of 
heavy, wet snow and wind 
gusts of up to 55 mph along 
the coast, according to 
Gov. Charlie Baker. 

"We're used to dealing with 
snow this time of year, but 
it's important for folks to 
take this one seriously due 
to the heavy snowfall, the 
high winds, and the speed 
with which this snow is go- 
ing to fall when it starts to 
come down," Baker said at 
a press conference. 
Connecticut Gov. Ned 
Lamont said most vaccina- 
tions scheduled in his state 
for Monday were post- 
poned, but he noted that 
the vaccine can be kept, 
refrigerated, for days. 

In a school year when 
many students are already 
learning from home, in-per- 
son classes were canceled 
in many places. 

"I'd like to think there is still 
some. virtual learning go- 
ing on, with a little bit of 
time for sledding along the 
way, Lamont quipped. 
New York City mom Alyssa 
Burnham was happy for her 
son to have "a break from 
his regular routine." 

Now that snow days have 
blurred into remote-learn- 
ing days, ‘it's fun for him to 
just get out here and be a 
kid," she said as he played 
in the snow.) 





Report: Many U.S. nursing home staff 





Registered Pharmacist Ken Ramey with CVS, prepares to give a 
COVID-19 vaccine, Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021, at the Isles of Vero 
Beach assisted and independent senior living community in 
Vero Beach, Fla. 


By MIKE STOBBE 

AP Medical Writer 

A little more than a third of 
nursing home workers have 
been getting COVID-19 
vaccines when the. shots 
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are first offered, U.S. health 
officials said Monday. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
gave a national account- 
ing of a problem that's 


been reported anecdot- 
ally — many nursing home 
workers are not getting the 
shots. 

The CDC looked at more 
than 11,000 nursing homes 
and skilled nursing facilities 
that had at least one vac- 
cination clinic between 
the middle of December 
and the middle of Janvu- 
ary. The researchers found 
that while 78% of residents 
got at least one shot, only 
37.5% of staff members did. 
Data previously showed 
that people who work in 
nursing homes and long- 
term care facilities get flu 


vaccines at lower rates 
than other health-care 
workers. Surveys suggest 


that long-term care work- 
ers are skeptical the shots 
work and don't think viruses 
soread easily from them to 


the people they care for. 
The problem was discussed 
last week during a meeting 
of an expert panel that ad- 
vises the CDC on vaccine 
policy. At the meeting, the 
CDC's Dr. Amanda Cohn 
said more staffers get vac- 
cinated when a second 
or third clinic is held at a 
home. 

“Continuing to capture 
those staff who did not ac- 
cept vaccine early will be 
really important as we try 
eliminate outbreaks and 
orotect both staff and resi- 
dents in long-term care fa- 
cilities," Cohn said. 

The government tasked 
CVS and Walgreens with 
administering the shots to 
long-term care homes in 
nearly every state. Each 
vaccine requires two shots 
a few weeks apart, and 


decline first COVID shots 


CVS and Walgreens say 
they have wrapped up 
first-dose clinics in nursing 
homes. The chains plan 
three visits to each loca- 
TION. 

The CDC released a sec- 
ond report Monday that of- 
fered a larger national look 
at who has been getting 
the vaccine. 

The CDC study found that 
of the people who got at 
least one shot between 
mid-December and mid- 
January, 63% were wom- 
en, and 55% were age 50 
or older. It also found 60% 
were White, 11.5% Hispan- 
ic, 6% Asian, 5% Black, 2% 
American Indian/Alaska 
Native, and most of the 
others multiracial. 

The report echoed previ- 
ously released data from 
states.} 
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By ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 

PARIS (AP) — French law- 
makers tackled a bill on 
Monday they hope. will 
Uproot radical Islam in the 
country, beliefs that author- 
ities maintain are creeping 
into public services, asso- 
ciations, some schools and 
online with the goal of un- 
dermining national values. 
The bill is broad and con- 
troversial, with some. 1,700 
proposed amendments, 
and it guarantees heated 
debate for the next two 
weeks in the lower house. 
Opening the debate, In- 
terior Minister Gerald Dar- 
manin, the bill's sponsor, 
said the aim is to stop “an 
Islamist hostile takeover 
targeting Muslims.” He 
stressed that “we are not 
fighting against a religion,” 
although some Muslims 
have voiced concern that 
it adds a new layer of stig- 
matization for French Mus- 
lims. 

Other religions, from Bud- 
dhists to Catholics, have 
complained they also 
could suffer fallout from the 
text. 

The bill reflects a priority for 
President Emmanuel Ma- 
cron, who in an October 
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Lawmakers debate bill to rout out radical Islam in France 





In this Oct.17, 2020 file photo, a poster reading “| am Samuel” and flowers lay outside the school 





where slain history teacher Samuel Paty was working, in Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, northwest of 


Paris. 


sopeech painted a dark 
picture of what he dubbed 
“separatism,” a perverse 
version of Islam, France’s 
No. 2 religion, quietly mak- 
ing inroads and creating a 
“counter society.” 

Darmanin echoed the 
president in his opening 
remarks to lawmakers, say- 
ing “Our country is suffering 
from a sickness of separat- 


ism, first and foremost an 
Iskamist separatism that is 
like gangrene infecting our 
national unity.” 

Darmanin, a right-leaning 
member of Macron’s cen- 
trist party, took up his mis- 
sion to propose a law with 
zeal, writing a short book to 
be released in the next few 
days, “Manifesto for Secu- 
larism” — a fundamental 


Kosovo, Israel establish diplomatic ties 


By LLAZAR SEMINI 
Associated Press 

TIRANA, Albania (AP) — 
Kosovo and Israel formally 
established diplomatic ties 
on Monday in a ceremony 
held digitally due to the 
pandemic lockdown. 
Kosovo Foreign Minister 
Meliza = Haradinaj-Stublla 
and her Israeli counter- 
part, Gabi Ashkenazi, held 
a virtual ceremony to sign 
the documents in their re- 
spective countries. 

“Today we are making his- 
tory. We are establishing 
dicolomatic relations be- 
tween Israel and Kosovo,” 
said Ashkenazi. 

“We mark a new chapter 
in the historical bond be- 
tween our countries,” Ha- 
radinaj-Stublla responded 
in her soeech. 

With Monday's agree- 
ment, Kosovo is fo become 
just the third country after 


the U.S. and Guatemala to 
have its embassy located 
in Jerusalem. It also is the 
first European or Muslim- 
majority country to do so. 
Most countries’ embassies 
are in Tel Aviv. 

The Palestinians claim east 
Jerusalem, captured by 
Israel in the 1967 Mideast 
war and later annexed, 
as the capital of a future 
state. Most of the interna- 
tional community does not 
recognize the Israeli an- 
nexation of east Jerusalem 
and says the competing 
claims to the city should 
be resolved through nego- 
tiations.|sraeli officials said 
Kosovo has already select- 
ed a location in central Je- 
rusalem and is expected 
to open the embassy in the 
next two or three months. 
The decision on mutual 
recognition between 
Kosovo and Israel was 


achieved last September 
as part of a summit at the 
White House when Kosovo 
Prime Minister Avdullah 
Hoti and Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic agreed 
to normalize economic ties 
in the presence of then- 
President Donald Trump. 
Speaking in France after 
talks with French President 
Emmanuel Macron, Vucic 
said he’s not happy with 
the Israel-Kosovo agree- 
ment and that if could hurt 
Serbia's future ties with Is- 
rael. 

serbia does not recognize 
its former province of Koso- 
vO as a separate state. 

At the Washington summit, 
Belgrade also agreed to 
move its embassy in Israel 
to Jerusalem, something It 
hasn't done so far. 
Ashkenazi said “Israel 
wants a stable Balkans,” 
adding that, “| consider 
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value of France that the bill 
he sponsored is meant to 
orotect. 

Multiple terrorist attacks in 
France by Islamist extrem- 
ists provide a backdrop for 
the bill, even if recent at- 
tacks were committed by 
outsiders. 

The text applies to alll reli- 
gions but some Muslims say 
the legislation once again 





A government official takes a selfie during a signing ceremony 


points the finger at Islam. 
Other critics say the bill 
covers ground already 
addressed in current laws 
while far-right leader Ma- 
rine Le Pen says the bill 
doesn't go far enough or 
even name the enemy: 
radical Islam. 

Muslim leaders were keep- 
ing a low profile as debate 
opened. 

In ways small and large, the 
bill seeks oversight in the 
functioning of associations 
and mosques, including 
foreign financing, aiming 
to plug up entry points for 
Isamist ideology in the lives 
of Muslims. 

Mohammed Moussaoui, 
head of the French Coun- 
cil on the Muslim Faith, the 
government's main con- 
duit for France’s diverse 
Muslim population, said at 
Qa parliamentary commis- 
sion hearing in January that 
the new oversight of asso- 
ciations in the bill is “use- 
ful, necessary to fight those 
who want to instrumental- 
ize associations” to counter 
French values. 

However, he expressed 
concern that officials could 
“use this tool to bother as- 
sociations, the good stu- 
dents” following the rules.L) 





held digitally, in the capital Pristina, Monday, Feb. 1, 2021. 


Serbia as a close and sig- 
nificant partner in the Bal- 
kans.” 

The Trump administration 
recognized Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital in late 2017 
and moved the U.S. em- 
bassy there in May 2018. 

lt encouraged other coun- 
tries to do the same but 
was widely criticized by 
the Palestinians and many 


clared 
from Serbia in 2008, nine 
years after a U.S.-led 78- 
day NATO airstrike cam- 
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in Europe because the 


Israeli-Palestinian conflict 


remains unresolved. 


Kosovo's Parliament de- 
independence 


paign against Serbia to 


stop a bloody crackdown 
against ethnic Albanians 
in Kosovo.) 
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Myanmar’s military takes power in coup, detains Suu Ky! 


NAYPYITAW, Myanmar 
(AP) — Myanmar’'s military 
staged a coup Monday 
and detained senior politi- 
cians including Nobel lau- 
reate Aung San Suu Kyi a 
sharp reversal of the sig- 
nificant, if Uneven, prog- 
ress toward democracy 
the Southeast Asian nation 
has made following five de- 
cades of military rule. 

An announcement read on 
military-owned Myawaddy 
TV said Commander-in- 
Chief Senior Gen. Min Aung 
Hlaing would be in charge 
of the country for one year. 
It said the seizure was nec- 
essary because the gov- 
ernment had not acted 
on the military’s claims of 
fraud in November's elec- 
tions in which Suu Kyi's rul- 
ing party won a majority of 
the parliamentary seats up 
for grabs — and because it 
allowed the election to go 
ahead despite the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

The takeover came the 
morning the country’s new 
parliamentary session was 
to begin and follows days 
of concern that a coup was 
coming. The military main- 
tains its actions are legally 
justified — citing a section 
of the constitution it drafted 
that allows it to take control 
in times of national emer- 
gency — though Suu Kyi's 
oarty sookesman as well as 
many international observ- 
ers have said it amounts to 
Q Coup. 

It was a dramatic backslide 
for Myanmar, which was 
emerging from decades 
of strict military rule and 
international isolation that 
began in 1962. If was also a 
shocking fall from power for 
Suu Kyi, a Nobel peace lau- 
reate who had lived under 
house arrest for years as she 
tried to push her country to- 
ward democracy and then 
became Its de facto leader 
after her National League 
for Democracy won elec- 
tions in 2015. 

While Suu Kyi had been 
a fierce antagonist of the 
army while Under house 
arrest, since her release 
and return to politics, she 
has had to work with the 
country’s generals, who 
never fully gave UD power. 
While the 75-year-old has 
remained wildly popular at 
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2017, file photo, Myanmar’s Vice President Myint Sw 
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Aung San Suu Kyi, right, and then President Htin Kyaw, for a photo session after the second 
anniversary of the signing of nationwide ceasefire agreement at the Myanmar International 
Convention Center in Naypyitaw, Myanmar. 


home, Suu Kyi's deference 
to the generals — going so 
far as to defend their crack- 
down on Rohingya Muslims 
that the United States and 
others have labeled geno- 
cide — has left her reputa- 
tion internationally in tat- 
ters. 

The coup now presents a 
test for the international 
community, which had os- 
tracized Myanmar while it 
was under military rule and 
then enthusiastically em- 
braced Suu Kyi's govern- 
ment as a sign the country 
was finally on the path to 
democracy. U.S. President 
Joe Biden threatened new 
sanctions, which the coun- 
try had previously faced. 
For some, Monday's take- 
over was seen as confirma- 
tion that the military holds 
ultimate power despite 
the veneer of democracy. 
New York-based Human 
Rights Watch has previously 
described the clause in the 
constitution that the military 
invoked as a “Coup mech- 
anism in waiting.” 

The embarrassingly poor 
showing of the military- 
backed party In the No- 
vember vote may have 
been the spark. 

Larry Jagan, an indepen- 
dent analyst, said the take- 
over was just a “pretext for 
the military to reassert their 
full influence over the po- 
litical infrastructure of the 
country and to determine 


the future, at least in the 
short term,” adding that 
the generals do not want 
Suu Kyi fo be a part of that 
future. 

The first signs that the mili- 
tary was planning to seize 
bower were reports that 
Suu Kyi and Win Myint, the 
country’s president, had 
been detained before 
dawn. 

Myo Nyunt, a sookesman 
for Suu Kyi’s party, told the 
online news service The Ir- 
rawaddy that in addition to 
Suu Kyi and the president, 
members of the party’s 
Central Executive Commit- 
tee, many of Its lawmakers 
and other senior leaders 
had also been taken into 
custody. 

Television signals were cut 
across the country, as was 
ohone and internet access 
in Naypyitaw, the capi- 
tal, while passenger flights 
were grounded. Phone 
service in other parts of the 
country was also reported 
down, though people were 
still able to use the internet 
in many areas. 

As word of the military’s 
actions spread in Yangon, 
the country’s biggest city, 
there was a growing sense 
of unease among residents 
who earlier in the day had 
packed into tea shops for 
breakfast and went about 
their morning shopping. 

By midday, people were re- 
moving the bright red flags 


Associated Press 


of Suu Kyi’s party that once 
adorned their homes and 
businesses. Lines formed at 
ATMs as people waited to 
take out cash, efforts that 
were being complicated 
by Internet — disruptions. 
Workers at some businesses 
decided to go home. 

Suu Kyi's party released 
a statement on one of its 
Facebook pages saying the 
military's actions were un- 
justified and went against 
the constitution and the 
will of voters. The statement 
urged people fo oppose 
Monday's “coup” and any 
return to “military dictator- 
ship.” If was not possible 
to confirm who posted the 
message as party members 
were not answering phone 
calls. 

The military’s actions also 
received international 
condemnation and many 
countries called for the re- 
lease of the detained lead- 
ers. U.S. President Biden 
called the military’s ac- 
tions “a direct assault on 
the country’s transition to 
democracy and the rule of 
law” and said Washington 
would not hesitate to re- 
store sanctions. 

“The United States will stand 
Up for democracy wher- 
ever if is under attack,” he 
said in a statement. 

U.N. Ssecretary-General 
Antonio Guterres called 
the develooments a “seri- 
ous blow to democratic 
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reforms,” according to his 
spokesman. The Security 
Council will hold an emer- 
gency meeting on the miill- 
tary’s actions — probably 
on Tuesday, according 
to Britain, which currently 
holds the council presiden- 
CY. 

The U.N. high commissioner 
for human rights said in a 
statement that, in addition 
to politicians, the people 
detained included human 
rights defenders, journalists 
and activists. 

In addition to announc- 
ing that the commander 
in chief would be charge, 
the military TV report said 
Vice President Myint Swe 
would be elevated to act- 
ing president. Myint Swe 
is a former general best 
known for leading a brutal 
crackdown on Buddhist 
monks in 2007. He is a close 
ally of Than Shwe, the junta 
leader who ruled Myanmar 
for nearly two decades. 

In a later announcement, 
the military said an elec- 
tion would be held in a 
year and the military would 
hand power fo the winner. 
The military justified — its 
move by citing a clause 
in the 2008 constitution, 
implemented during miill- 
tary rule, that says in cases 
of national emergency, 
the government's execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial 
powers can be handed to 
the military commander-in- 
chief. 

It is just one of many parts 
of the charter that ensured 
the military could main- 
tain ultimate control over 
the country. The military 
is allowed to appoint its 
members to 25% of seats in 
Parliament and it controls 
of several key ministries in- 
volved in security and de- 
fense. 

In November polls, Suu Kyi’s 
party captured 396 out of 
476 seats up for actual elec- 
tion in the lower and upper 
houses of Parliament. 

The military has charged 
that there was massive 
fraud in the election — 
particularly with regard 
to voter lists though it has 
not offered any convinc- 
ing evidence. The state 
Union Election Commis- 
sion last week rejected its 
allegations.) 
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By MANUEL RUEDA 
Associated Press 

VILLETA, Colombia (AP) —A 
social media death threat 
aimed at an 11-year-old 
environmental activist has 
roused outrage in Colom- 
bia, a nation where attacks 
on social leaders are com- 
mon and threats are taken 
seriously. 

Colombian officials said 
they are investigating the 
death threat against Fran- 
cisco Vera and President 
Ivan Duque recently prom- 
ised in a television appear- 
ance that his government 


would find “the bandits” 
behind the Twitter mes- 
sage. 


For his part, the boy says he 
will continue to lead envi- 
ronmental campaigns and 
urged other young people 
to use social media to “sup- 
port causes they believe 
in.” 

Vera, who has drawn com- 
parisons to teenage Swed- 
ish environmental activist 
Greta Thunberg, got fo- 
gether with six friends from 
school about two. years 
ago and marched to the 
main park in his hometown 
of Villeta carrying card- 


WORLD NEWS TUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2021 


Death threat against 11-year-old activist outrages Colombia 
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Francisco Vera, 11, who is well-known in Colombia for his environmental campaigns and defense 
of children’s rights, gives an interview in Villeta, Colombia, Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021. 


board signs and chant- 
ing slogans about climate 
change, under the supervi- 
sion of his grandmother. 

His Guardians for Life group 
now has at least 11 chap- 
ters and more than 200 
members across Colombia. 
It planted hundreds of trees 
last year and petitioned 
Colombia's government to 
ban single-use plastics. 


He sooke before the coun- 
try's congress last year. 

On Jan. 15, the boy re- 
ceived a gruesome, pro- 
fanely worded death 
threat from a Twitter ac- 
count using a false name 
in response to a video he 
posted urging Duque to 
improve internet access 
for children studying from 
home during the pandem- 


south Africa's virus lockdown helps 
reduce rhino poaching 


By MOGOMOTSI MAGOME 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
The number of rhinos killed 
in South Africa’s national 
parks dropped by 33% last 
year, with COVID-19 re- 
strictions helping by reduc- 
ing movements around 
the country, the country’s 
environmental ministry an- 
nounced Monday. 
According to authorities, 
394 rhinoceroses were 
poached for their horns 
compared to 594 that 
were killed in 2019. 
“During ine COD: hard 
lockdown period we had 
a significant reduction in 
poacher incursions into 
Kruger National Park,” Min- 
ister Barbara Creecy an- 
nounced in a statement. 
“However, thal changed 
later in the year as the 
lockdown levels eased 
and a significant spike in 
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In this Wednesday, March 8, 2017 file photo, three rhinos line up 
at the Welgevonden Game Reserve in the Limpopo province, 


South Africa. 


poaching in Kruger was 
experienced toward the 
end of 2020, especially 
during December,” she 
said. 

The country’s largest na- 
tional park, Kruger expe- 
rienced 1,973 poaching 


Associated Press 


activities overall during the 
period, a 21.9% decrease 
compared to 2019. 

This was the sixth consecu- 
tive year that a decline in 
poaching in the country 
had been recorded, ac- 
cording to Creecy.(_) 


Associated Press 


IC. 

Such threats have weight 
in Colombia. The United 
Nations says that at least 53 
community leaders were 
murdered in the South 
American country last year 
and it is examining reports 
of an additional 80 such 
slayings. 

The nation is struggling to 
achieve peace following 







decades of guerrilla con- 
flict and clashes involving 
drug gangs and paramiili- 
tary groups. 

Twitter susoended- the 
threatening account and 
the boy received hundreds 
of messages of support, 
including a letter that was 
hand-delivered by United 
Nations officials. Signed by 
the U.N. high commissioner 
for human rights, Michelle 
Bachelet, if congratulated 
Francisco for his work on 
behalf of the environment. 
At home in Villeta, a small 
town surrounded by moun- 
tains, Francisco said he 
welcomes “constructive 
criticism” and is trying to 
ignore the threat as well 
as messages in which crit- 
ics accuse him of being an 
instrument of leftist polliti- 
cians. 

He said his group of young 


activists will campaign 
against the introduction 
of oll fracking technol- 


ogy in Colombia and will 
also keep up pressure on 
politicians to ban single- 
use plastics. Last year, the 
group collected 24,000 sig- 
natures in an online petition 
for such a ban.) 
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180 exclusive properties will be built suitable for every- 
one’s wishes. The buildings varies greatly in layout and 
offers amazing views. You can choose from 2 or 3-story 
villas with a private pool and a rooftop terrace, condo- 
miniums, townhouses. Tuscany Residence Aruba enjoys 
an abundance of luxury amenities and services. Soon a 
new concept consisting of 18, 1 and 2- story water villas. 
Everything is dimed at providing homeowners and holi- 
day makers of Tuscany Residence Aruba with a relaxing 
stay. 


Dutch design 

Tuscany Residence Aruba is a residence that is currently 
being built and will develop in the coming years into a 
luxury residential resort with various types of homes and 
many amenities such as swimming pools, restaurant, bar, 
offices, meeting rooms, gym, wellness and more. The 
combination of the beautiful Dutch modern international 
architecture and the Aruban palm trees creates a |UXxU- 
rious Aruban feeling and relaxed atmosphere in this re- 
sort. Tuscany Residence Aruba Is the perfect choice for 
couples and families. Bas de Groot, Managing Director of 
Tuscany Residence Aruba adds, “We differ from tradition- 
al building, our design distinguishes itself.” At 8 minutes’ 
walk from Palm Beach, designed in a European style with 
high-quality materials, on property land and with buying 
possibilities from condos to townhouses to villas, Tuscany 
Residence Is a dream comes true. “We just completed 
the community pool and the first villa. Eight townhouses 
are ready and three are still available. There is lots to see, 
you are invited. Our quality will convince you.” 


We take care of it all 

De Groot adds, “Our project is in continuous construction 
which builds confidence. Aside of the town houses and 
villa you can see the community pool now, providing you 
with the idea of style and quality of our residence.” He 
continues saying that maintenance, property manage- 
ment, rental program and safety are taken care of. “You 
can log in from abroad and manage your property for 
rental or view your administration.” The great thing about 
Tuscany is that it offers everything equal to a resort but 
you do not need to wait for an elevator to bring you up, 
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Welcome to Tuscany Residence Aruba: 
Aruba’s Luxury Residential Resort 
worry about parking space or noisy neighbors. “We have got space and different size 


offerings making this more a community feel rather than a packed condo building.” He 
also emphasizes that the location is one of the best on Aruba as It is quiet and close to 


Palm Beach. 





Townhouses 

3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms 
Price starting U.S. $ 347,000, community fee U.S. $ 200/month 
Still 3 Available. 











Luxury Villas 
3 and 4 bedrooms, 3.5 and 4.5 bathrooms, Private Pool 

Price starting U.S. $ 788,000, community fee U.S. $ 275/mth 
Still 2 Available. 


Coming Soon: 18 Luxury Water Villas 

The Concept: 18- 2 and 3 bedroom villas 
around 1 communal pool with covered 
terrace and garden at the pool side. Soon 
we will start the presale and if you are in- 
terested please contact us! 


Reasons to buy 
Reasons to consider Aruba property own- 
ership, at Tuscany Residence Aruba 


e Excellent price-quality ratio 

° Beautiful designs & Quality construc- 
tion 

e Residential Park with all amenities 

e Property land on top-location 

e Varies properties in different price 
range 

e Onsite Maintenance Team, Property 
Management & Rental Program 





Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residen- 
tial area where you will meet a mix of lo- 
cal and foreign owners? Do you feel for 
a warm community with amenities like 
wellness, gym, restaurants, Pools and this 
all within a structure where the residence 
takes care of your property management 
while you are not here¢ Can the highest 
European quality and solid working struc- 
ture take away your preoccupations while 
you are home? Than meet us, we are here 
to convince you with quality!) 


Tuscany Residence Aruba 
Salina Cerca 131, Noord, 
Aruba 
info@tuscanyresidencea- 
ruba.com 

(+297) 280 4664 

(+297) 733 2424 
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FOUL, 


Earn 
DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 
Use your Players’ Club card 
to play our slots and we'll 









LOCAL Liane 2 FEBRUARY 2021 
MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 






THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


OHering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 





DOUBLE your points! 


Origin of Papiamento- Aruba’s native language 


ORANJESTAD — _  Papia- 
mento, Creole language of 
ABC (Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curacao) is from the Cape 
Verdean Creole family 
(Cape Verdean language) 
and was taken to the Ca- 
ribbean in the 9th century 
by the Cape Verdeans 
of that time (linings and 
slaves), experts in cane 
culture and sugar produc- 
tion, and who were hired 
by Jewish entrepreneurs 
who went to invest in this 
business in the Caribbean. 
Cape Verdeans taught 
this pre-industrial revolu- 
tion technology (planting 
cane and producing sugar, 
which they had learned 
from Madeirans) to slaves 
from other African regions, 
and did so in their lan- 
guage, Cape Verde Creole 
(Cape Verdean language) 
, hence the language im- 
planted in Aruba, Bonaire 
and Curacao. 


Unlike many _ interesting 
stories, wanting to link Pa- 
piamento directly to Portu- 
guese, Galician or Castilian 
(see Papiamento, on Wiki- 
pedia - Portuguese version 
and Spanish version, where 
the Portuguese and Span- 
ish, each claim the direct 
origin of Papiamento), in 
fact, this is not true. Papia- 
mento is not direct from 
Portuguese, Galician or 
Castilian, it is from the Cape 
Verde Creole family (Cape 
Verdean language). You 
can see this best when It's 
saying obscene words and 
offending someone, pre- 
cisely as they say today in 
both ABC and Cape Verde 
islands. The obscene words 
kept the original, had no 
lexical influence either from 
Castilian or Dutch. Also the 
Papi Cristang of Malacca, 
the Patua of Macau, and 
several creoles from the 
east (from Daman, Sri Lan- 


Celebrate Love! 


Valentine's Day is the celebration of love, 


ka, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Indonesia) and Africa 
(Casamanca, Guinea Bis- 
sau, Sierra Leone and Nige- 
ria, these last two releases 
to the English), all originat- 
ed in the Creole of Cabo 
Verde (Cape Verdean 
language), which was the 
French language spoken 
in Portuguese feitories on 
the coast of Africa (from 
Senegal to Sierra Leone), 
and which was taken east 
by the thousands of cable 
- Verdeans (linings and 
slaves, already Christian- 
ized and speaking Creole) 
who served as sailors and 
“slaves of arms" in Portu- 
guese caravels, demana- 
ing the east. | don't know 
why the official history of 
Portugal usually omits this 
fact, which is in the chron- 
icles of the  quinrentist 
chroniclers, but which we 
never saw in the history 
of Portugal that we study 


While enjoying your stay in Aruba you can = 











from primary equcaion to 


higher education. Howev- 
er, It has always been tried 
to deceive us, in colonial 
time, that we were descen- 
dants of Viriato (Iberian 
hero in the fight against the 
Romans) and the pastors of 
the Hermini Mountains, but 
not much speaking of our 
black-African ancestry. 

We Cape Verdeans un- 
derstand each other very 
well with these Antillans 
and Easterns, whose lan- 
guage is from the same 
Creole family of Cape 
Verde (Cape Verdean 
language), speaking their 








Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 


Becie and we ours. There- 
fore, Papiamento, Papi 
Cristang, Patuag Macaense 
and the creoles, said of 
Portuguese origin, Daman, 
India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, 
some locations in the Phil- 
lpopines and some places 
in Indonesia, are creoles 
of the language family 
Cape Verde Creole (Cape 
Verdean language) and 
indirectly the Galaico-Du- 
riense or Galaico-Portu- 
guese, a language that the 
people spoke in Portugal in 


the 6th and 7th century. 
Anonymous 
Source: Dushi Aruba 





beauty and romantic mood between couples 
and/or friends. It is a festive day where you 
would like to emphasis the importance of this 
special person in your life. You can do this in 
many ways, by sending cards, flowers, gifts, 
presents or arranging a wonderful day/night 


out. 





make this day extra special by surprising your 
love with the help of Aruba Today. Despite 
the fact that we have wonderful dinner and 
gift options to choose from, advertised in our 
newspaper in the coming days up to Febru- 
ary 14th, we can make this day even more 
special. Surorise your loved one with a pic- 
ture of her/him or both of you in Aruba Today, 
accompanied by your personal message. 
Imagine taking your vacation breakfast in 
the morning while going through the newspa- 
per and all of a sudden you see YOU. This will 
make her or his day for sure. 


What Do You Do? 

Send your selected picture (high resolution 
JPEG) with short personal Valentine message 
(maximum 40 words) to email: news@aruba- 


today.com by latest Friday February 12. 





What Will We Do? 

We will publish your picture and message in 
the local section of Aruba Today on Saturday 
February 13 in our printed newspaper and on 
our website and Facebook page. 


Make her/him smile on this soecial day, do 
something different! 


There is only one happiness in this life, to love 
and be loved. ... ~ George Sand 


Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 





Material earth, native clay 


ORANJESTAD — Imagine tracing cultural and social 
transformation through works of clay. Connecting us with 
our origins through its main element, the earth, who has 
the millennial age of the planet and gives it its name. 


Working with clay is a passion and profession taught from 
generation to generation that releases a feeling through 
which cultures and artisans expressed themselves. If we al- 
low children to interact with the clay, we promote their cre- 
ativity and development, since when modeling creations 
with their own hands, they develop sensory perception. 

The act of shaping the mixture is almost instinctive and 
comes naturally. It is an impulse that helos develop fine mo- 
tor skills and leads us to discover how a little flexible material 
can take the shape that our ingenuity dictates. That natural- 








ness of molding dates back forever be- 
cause the clay bowl Is like the brother of 
the stone ax, both being the first utensils 
that humanity introduced fo its daily life 
during the Neolithic period. 

There is a great legacy of ancient cities, 
monuments, ceremonial, musical, funer- 
ary and home-use objects made in clay, 
which protected a great part of the cus- 
toms and worldview of our ancestors. 
There is a current trend in which many 
people are now reconnecting with an- 
cestral trades such as pottery, weaving, 
cooking, etc. because through them they 
achieve a relaxing moment. The dedi- 
cation and concentration that manual 
work requires helos organize ideas and 
even clarify thoughts and feelings. In the 
case of working with clay, it is valuable to 
discover creativity, decide what to do as 
well as use the clay to mold emotions of 
fear or anger. 

Human beings are molded and written 
on like clay tablets looking all the same 
however none are equal to each other. 
Manual work (weaving, wood carving, 
embroidery, pottery) gives us the oppor- 
tunity to soend time intensely concentrat- 
ing on what we forge with our hands. At 
Etnia Nativa. we think that trades should 
be considered active meditations par 
excellence. Working with clay we inter- 
act with four elements: earth, wind, fire 
and water. The earth gives us its matter 
that the water molds and the air purifies 
it fo deliver it to the fire that crystallizes it 
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in to ceramic. 

Clay works reflect our energy. Every shape 
and detail printed on what we create 
says something about who we are. Work- 
ing with clay is a work of self-knowledge 
where creativity arises through emotion 
and fluency. Etnia Nativa treats raw clay 
in the native traditional way. We identify 
the best material by hunting for raw clay. 
For this we distinguish high quality clay 
from the rest of the earth. Then adding 
water we purify the material thus contrib- 
uting to the cleaning process. During this 
stage the clay is purified and detoxified, 
dehydrating and thus we begin to mold 
our forms. 

Having on hand tools necessary for work- 
ing with clay such as wooden sticks, 
cutters, brushes are useful to achieve 
attractive results, without forgetting the 
ceramic lathe.L]} 


To get to know a little more regard- 
ing Aruba’s and its cultural origins we 
highly recommend you to book your 
participation in our cultural encoun- 
ter session. 


A mind opening revelation and en- 
tertaining island experience. 


Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com, 
our facilities and activities take place 
close to high rise hotels. 
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What do consumers want now? P&G bets on beard oil, cleaners 


By JOSEPH PISANI 

AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Procter 
& Gamble is cleaning up 
during the pandemic. 

The company’s sales were 
Up last year, since If hap- 
pens to make just about 
everything people need- 
ed while staying at home: 
Charmin toilet paper, 
Bounty paper towels and 
Tide laundry detergent. 
One new product came at 
the right time: 

Disinfectant spray Micro- 
ban 24 was released in 
February 2020, just before 
U.S. lockdowns began and 
as people rushed to find 
cleaning products that 
could keep surfaces and 
door knobs germ-free. 

“This product, as you can 
imagine, is on fire right 
now,’ said Marc Pritchard, 
P&G's chief brand officer. 
Not so hot: Gillette razors. 
Sales are flat as men skip 
their morning shave rou- 
tines while they work from 
home instead of the office. 
It is now selling beard oils 
and balms, a major shift 
for a brand that has pro- 
moted clean-shaven faces 
for more than a century. In 
a recent interview with The 
Associated Press, Pritchard 





Procter & Gamble Chief Brand Officer Marc Pritchard holds 


al ho 


up the Gillette Heated Razor during a Procter & Gamble news 
conference, Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, in Las Vegas. 


talked about people's 
shaving habits and how 
P&G is creating products 
for consumers who. are 
home more. 

The questions and answers 
below have been edited 
for clarity and length. 


Associated Press 


Q: Are people shaving dur- 
ing the pandemic? 

A: They're still shaving, just 
not as frequently. For those 
who want beards, we've 
introduced King C. Gil- 
lette, which is a beard care 
product. We're really cov- 


ering all the needs when it 
comes fo shaving. 

Q: Has P&G sold beard 
grooming products be- 
fore? 

A: On a very minor basis. 
But this was the first one de- 
signed to make sure that It 
really focused on people 
that wanted beard care. 
It's got ways to condition 
the beard, ways fo trim, It’s 
got the whole thing. 

Q: Did the company see a 
need for a new disinfectant 
with Microban 24¢ Was the 
timing lucky? 

A: The consumer need for 
keeping surfaces clean 
and free of bacteria is a 
major unmet need that's 
been around for a long 
time. We've been working 
on it for years. It just hap- 
pened that we launched 
right when the pandemic 
hit. 

Q: Dish soap has been in 
squirt bottles for decades. 
Why launch a Dawn dish 
soap that sprays¢ 

A: What we were seeing 
was this consumer behav- 
ior of cleaning one dish at a 
time. They were taking the 
bottle, squirting a little bit of 
dishwashing liquid onto the 
dish and cleaning it and 
rinsing it. What we wanted 


to do Is try to make It sim- 
pler. So we created this 
spray. You don’t have to 
scrub, you just spray it and 
then either wipe or rinse off. 
Q: With the pandemic 
and people home more, is 
P&G changing the types of 
products it makes for con- 
sumers? 

A: What we're now doing 
is looking at what are the 
oroblems that need to be 
solved. Doing more dishes 
in the sink? Soray on Dawn. 
Need to clean your surfac- 
ese Clean with Microban 
24. 

Q: Many of P&G's products 
promote the idea that they 
are made with less water or 
plastic packaging. Do peo- 
ple still care about the en- 
vironment during a health 
crisis? 

A: Yes. What's interest- 
ing about it is that while 
people are soending more 
time at home, they’re get- 
ting more and more inter- 
ested in the environment. 
What they are recognizing, 
for example, is how much 
water they're using; how 
much heat and energy 
they're using; how much 
plastic waste they're creat- 
ing. There's a heightened 
interest.L} 


Wall Street's GameStop bug may have mutated; silver surges 


NEW YORK (AP) — The er- 
ratic trading in shares of 
Underdog companies like 
GameStop that turned 
markets combustible last 
week appears fo have 
migrated to commodities, 
sending silver prices surg- 
ing to an eight-year high. 

Silver futures jumped al- 
most 12% on Monday to 
over $30 per ounce fol- 
lowing strong gains over 
the weekend. That exvu- 
berance spread to com- 
panies that mine precious 
metals, especially silver. 
Shares of Pan American 
Silver surged more than 
9%, First Majestic Silver rose 
18.7%, Hecla Mining spiked 
21.8%, and Coeur Mining 
soared 17.6%. 

On Twitter, #silversqueeze 
began to trend as just the 
latest anomaly to emerge 
from the “WallStreetBets” 
forum on Reddit. 


The online army of Reddit 
traders have banded fo- 
gether for the past week 
to pour money into out-of- 
favor companies such as 
GameStop and AMC. In 
the process, they've done 
heavy damage to hedge 
funds that had bet the 
shares would fall in a stun- 
ning reversal of financial 
power on Walll Street. 

But the rush into silver fu- 
tures has created confvu- 
sion amid the chaos, with 
some retail traders on 
Reddit calling the surge in 
commodity prices a “false 
flag.” “IT'S A TRAP!” one 
Redditor warned. 

Some of these smaller 
traders believe the hedge 
funds that were pillaged 
last week are behind the 
surge in silver. Commu- 
nications On messaging 
boards claim hedge funds 
have now become active 


on Reddit anonymously, 
attempting to drive them 
out of GameStop bets 
and into silver, but only af- 
ter hedge funds had taken 
huge positions. 

The number of Game- 
Stop shares that have 
been shorted (bets that 
the stock will fall), were 
slashed by more than half 
in recent days, according 
to areport Monday by the 
analytics firm S3 Partners. 
Shares of GameStop 
Corp., which signaled a 
seismic and perhaps short- 
lived power shift in finan- 
cial markets, fell 20% Mon- 
day. But the stock price, as 
it has been for more than 
a week, is tremendously 
volatile. The price was up 
sharply before the open- 
ing bell. The battle over 
GameStop, Cee oraling 
to Morgan Stanley, may 
have played a part in ig- 





In this file photo dated Wednesday, May 9, 2007, Silver bullion, 


bars weighing five kilograms each, are displayed in the trading 
room of the stock exchange in Frankfurt, Germany. 


niting a market correction. 
“Markets corrected 3-5% 
with many of our favored 
trades taking a much 
needed and expected 
hit,” Wilson wrote. “This is 
normal in an exuberant 
bull market, but we don't 


Associated Press 


think the correction is over 
until leverage is reduced 
further by both institutional 
and retail investors.” 

Analysts who monitor silver 
markets say there is more 
to the story than small in- 
vestors rushing in. LJ 
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Fighting climate change in America means changes to America 
= \ . 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
Climate isn’t the only thing 
changing. 

What comes next in the na- 
tion's struggle to combat 
global warming will prob- 
ably transform how Ameri- 
cans drive, where they get 
their power and other bits 
of day-to-day life, both qui- 
etly and obviously, experts 
say. So far the greening of 
America has been subile, 
driven by market forces, 
technology and voluntary 
actions. 

The Biden administration is 
about to change that. 

In a flurry of executive ac- 
tions in his first eight days in 
office, the president is trying 
to steer the U.S. economy 
from one fueled by fossils 
to one that no longer puts 
additional heat-trapping 
gases into the air by 2050. 
The United States is rejoin- 
ing the international Paris 
climate accord and Is also 
joining many other nations 
in setting an ambitious goal 
that once seemed unat- 
tainable: net-zero carbon 
emissions by midcentury. 
That means lots of changes 
designed to fight increas- 
ingly costly climate disas- 
ters such as wildfires, floods, 
droughts, storms and heat 
WAVES. 

Think of the journey to a 
carbon-less economy as 
a road trip from Washing- 
ton, D.C., to California that 
started about 15 years ago. 
“We've made it through 
Ohio and up fo the Indi- 
ana border. But the road 
has been pretty smooth so 
far. It gets rougher ahead,” 
said climate scientist Zeke 
Hausfather, climate and 
energy director at the 
Breakthrough Institute. 
“The Biden administration 
is both stepping on the gas 
and working to upgrade 
our vehicle,” Hausfather 
said. 

The end results of some of 
Biden’s new efforts may still 


~ 





In this Oct. 16. 2019, file photo a driver plugs in the Charge Point electric plug into his Tesla car at 


a parking garage in downtown Los Angeles. 


not be noticeable, such 
as your power eventually 
coming from ever-cheap- 
er wind and solar energy 
instead of coal and natu- 
ral gas that now provides 
59% of American power. 
But when it comes to go- 
ing from here to there, that 
you'll notice. 

General Motors an- 
nounced Thursday that as 
of 2035 it hopes to go alll- 
electric for its light-duty ve- 
hicles, no longer selling gas 
cars. Experts expect most 
new cars sold in 2030 to be 
electric. The Biden admin- 
istration promised 550,000 
charging stations to help 
with the transition to elec- 
tric Cars. 

“YOu will no longer be go- 
ing to a gas station, but 
you will need to charge 
your vehicle whether at 
home or on the road,” said 
Kate Larsen, director of in- 
ternational climate policy 
research at the Rhodium 
Group. “It may be a whole 
new way of thinking about 
transportation for the aver- 
age person.” 
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Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 








But it will still be your car, 
which is why most of the 
big climate action over the 
next 10 years won't be too 
noticeable, said Princeton 
University ecologist Ste- 
ohen Pacala. 

“The single biggest differ- 
ence Is that because wind 
and solar is distributed you 
will see a lot more of If on 
the landscape,” said Paca- 
la, who leads a decarbon- 
izing America study by the 
National Academy of Sci- 
ences that comes out next 
week. 

Other recent detailed sci- 
entific studies show that 
because of dropping wind, 
solar and battery prices, 
Biden's net-zero carbon 
goal can be accomplished 
far cheaper than feared in 
the past and with health 


benefits “many, many 
times’ outweighing the 
costs, said Pacala, who 


was part of one study at 
Princeton. Those — studies 
agree on what needs to 
be done for decarboniza- 
tion, and what Biden has 
come out with "is doing the 
things that everyone now Is 
concluding that we should 
do,” Pacdla said. 

These are the type of shifts 
that don’t cost much — 
about $1 day per person — 
and won't require people 
to abandon their current 
cars and furnaces, but re- 
place them with cleaner 
electric vehicles and heat 





Associated Press 


OuUmMps when it comes time 
for a new one, said Marga- 
ret Torn, a senior science 
at the Department's of 
Energy's Lawrence Berke- 
ley National Lab, who co- 
authored a peer-reviewed 
study Wednesday. 

Part of the problem, said 
stUdy co-author Ryan 
Jones, co-founder _ of 
Evolved Energy Research, 
is that for years people 
have wrongly portrayed 
the battle against climate 
change as d “personal mo- 
rality problem” where in- 
dividuals have to sacrifice 
by driving and flying less, 
turning down the heat and 
eating less meat. 

“Actually, climate change 
is an industry economy is- 
sue where most of the 
big solutions are hap- 
pening under the hood 
or upstream of people’s 
homes,” Jones said. “It’s a 
big change in how we pro- 
duce energy and consume 
energy. It’s not a change in 
people’s day-to-day lives 
or it doesn’t need to be.” 
One Biden interim goal — 
“a carbon pollution-free 
power sector by 2035” — 
may not be doable that 
quickly, but can be done 
by 2050, said study Co-du- 
thor Jim Williams of the Uni- 
versity of San Francisco. 
Biden's executive orders 
featured plans for an all- 
electric federal fleet of 
vehicles, conserving 30% 


of the country’s land and 
waters, doubling the na- 
tion’s offshore wind energy 
and funding to helo com- 
munities become more re- 
silient to climate disasters. 
Republicans and fossil fuel 
interests objected, calling 
the actions job-killers. 
“Using the incredible lever- 
age of federal government 
ourchases in green elec- 
tricity, zero-emission cars 
and new infrastructure will 
rapidly increase demand 
for home-grown climate- 
friendly technologies,” said 
Rosina Bierbaum, a Univer- 
sity of Michigan environ- 
mental policy professor. 
The next big thing for the 
administration is to come 
Up with a Paris climate ac- 
cord goal — called Nation- 
ally Determined Contribu- 
tion — for how much the 
United States hopes to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030. If has to be am- 
bitious for the president to 
reach his ultimate goal of 
net zero carbon emissions 
by 2050, but if also has to 
be doable. 

His administration promises 
to reveal the goal, required 
by the climate agreement 
but nonbinding, before its 
Earth Day climate summit, 
April 22. That new number 
“is actually the centrally im- 
portant activity of the next 
year,’ said University of 
Maryland environment pro- 
fessor Nate Hulfman, who 
worked on the Obama ad- 
ministration’s Paris goal. 
Getting to net zero car- 
bon emissions midcen- 
tury means about a 43% 
cut from 2005 levels — the 
baseline the U.S. govern- 
ment uses — by 2030, 
said the Rhodium Group’s 
Larsen. The U.S. can realis- 
tically reach a 40% cut by 
2030, which is about one- 
third reduction from what 
2020 U.S. carbon emissions 
would have been without 
a pandemic, said Williams, 
the San Francisco profes- 
Sor. 

All this work on power and 
vehicles, that’s easy com- 
pared with decarbonizing 
agriculture with high meth- 
ane emissions from. live- 
stock and high-heat indus- 
trial processes such as steel- 
making, Breakthrough’s 
Hausfather said.) 
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PARADISE BEACH 

RENT SALE 

P/O Front WKS 1 & 4 1 bedr, 
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52 2 bedr. 
CASA DEL MAR 

WKS 27,28 2 bedr 

Call +941-343-1088 USA 


Eagle Resort Aruba 
3 BR WK #5 and 6 
Room #1550 Ground floor 
Near the pool 
Price $ 18 K each 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
213678 

Eagle Resort Aruba 


Divi Links Golf Resort 41BR WK #5and6 


1 BR WK 3,4,5 


Room # 1576 
Room# 4226 | Ground floor 
24 weeks remain on each Price : $ 8 K each 
Price : $ 8 K each 


More info call:(297)630-1307 


More info call: (297)630-1307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 
Divi Links Golf Resort 


1BRWK#7 
Studio WK # 5,6,7,8 Room # 1537 
Room # 2350 | Ground floor 
36 weeks remain on each Price:$ 7 K 
Price : $ 8,5 K each 


More info call:(297)630-1307 


More info call:(297)630-1307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Conceptis SudoKu 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
1BRWK#6 

Room # 2201 

18 weeks remain 

Price: $8K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 room# 4117 
26 weeks remain $ 8 K 

1 BR WK# 9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain $7,5 K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 Room # 14 

6 weeks remain $ 5000 

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 14 

15 weeks remain $ 6,5 K 
More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 
Studio WK# 7 room # 33 I 
11 weeks remain$ 6 K 
Studio WK# 8 room # 33 

23 weeks remain 8 K 

More info call (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 7 room # 89 

8 weeks remain $ 6 K 

1 BR WK # 8 room # 89 

6 weeks remain$ 6 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 8 Room # 94 

20 weeks remain $ 8K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Downtown _ 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum weeks 

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K 
2BR Ocean View $ 16K 
2BROcean Side $17K 
2BR Ocean’ Front$ 26 K 
3BROcean View $ 30K 


More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By Dave Green 
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a 4060 HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

5982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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This undated image provided by Wipf and Stock Publishers 
shows the book cover of "The New Possible". 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 

AP Technology Writer 

SAN RAMON, Calif. (AP) — 
IN pop culture, 2020 has 
been understandably re- 
viled as the "hell year." It 
tormented us with a lethal 
pandemic spiraling out of 
control, thousands of shut- 
tered businesses, violent 
protests over racial injus- 
tice, raging wildfires and 
political extremism and lies 
that underpinned January's 
harrowing coup attempt at 
the U.S. Capitol. 


Associated Press 


But what if all that tumult 
actually laid the foundation 
for societal revival¢ That's 
the premise offered by an 
eclectic group of writers, 
academics, scientists, en- 
vironmentalists, and tech- 
nology engineers in “The 
New Possible," a collection 
of essays that explore what 
and how the world might 
rebuild from the rubble of 
the past year. 

The group behind the book 
doesn't lack for ambition. 
People from science fic- 
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New book sees a 'New Possible’ 
emerging from 2020's tumult 


tion novelist Kim Stanley 
Robinson to Buddhist monk 
Jack Kornfield suggest 
ways to reshape technol- 
ogy, the economy, the en- 
vironment, the food supply, 
government and commvu- 
nity in hopes that people 
can eventually look back 
at 2020 as a reawakening 
and not a death rattle. 

“People can fell our systems 
are broken, and not just ina 
subtle way, not just like we 
need to tweak a few things 
or throw a few bad apples 
out," said Justin Rosenstein, 
a former Google and Face- 
book engineer who contrib- 
uted an essay on building 
a "democratic economy." 
"The rules of the system are 
rigged against us. They are 
not designed to serve the 
interests of humanity, they 
are not designed to serve 
the interests of nature." 

Rosenstein was one of the 
driving forces behind the 
book, which was released 
last week. Some critics may 
see him as part of the prob- 
lem, given that he invented 
the Facebook "Like" button 
that heloed propel the suc- 
cess of a social network 
that has become a massive 
funnel of misinformation 
that has become a source 
of consternation and regret 
for him and other one-time 


Facebook backers like in- 
vestor Roger McNamee. 
It is very tempting to hate 
the players rather than look 
at the game and realize it's 
the problem," Rosenstein 
said. "We have new tech- 
nology that can enable us 
to harness our collective 
intelligence in ways that 
has never been possible 
before." 

The book is backed by One 
Project, a nonprofit group 
Rosenstein started as part 
of his effort fo improve the 
way we live and work. He 
also was a protagonist in 
"The Social Dilemma," a 
Netflix documentary about 
the dark side of social me- 
dia released four months 
before the Jan. 6 insurrec- 
tion at the Capitol. 
Another "Social Dilemma" 
standout, former Google 
engineer Tristan —_ Harris, 
founded the Center for Hu- 
mane Technology in 2018r 
to nudge the industry away 
from building services and 
devices designed to atf- 
tract and hold onto our 
attention. His considers his 
essay a kind of sequel to 
the Netflix documentary 
and its warning about how 
Facebook and Twitter can 
tear people apart instead 
of bringing them together. 
“We have been scream- 


ing at the top of our lungs 
about this train running off 
the cliff for a long time and 
then it culminated in Jan. 
6," Harris told the AP, refer- 
ring to the insurrection at 
the U.S. Capitol incited by 
former President Donald 
Trump. "We have trapped 
the entire global psyche in- 
side this Vegas-style dopa- 
mine machine that has be- 
come the host of our dem- 
ocratic conversations." 
‘The New Possible" aims to 
sour Change through 28 es- 
says divided into 10 cate- 
gories — Earth, Us, Change, 
Wealth, Work, Food, Edvu- 
cation, Love, Community 
and Tomorrow. The con- 
tributors the gamut from 
best-selling author Michael 
Pollan to high school teen 
activist Anisa Nanavati. 
The contributors quickly 
embraced idea last spring, 
said Philip Clayton, one 
of the book's editors and 
oresident of the Institute for 
Ecological Civilization. In 
the eight months since work 
on the essays began, Clay- 
ton believes the sequence 
of events that bookended 
the Nov. 3 election have 
turned "The New Possible" 
into a Kairos book, referring 
to the ancient Greek word 
for Gn opportune time in 
history.) 





Angelina Jolie sells painting Churchill gave as gift to FDR 


By JILL LAWLESS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — A painting 
by Winston Churchill that 
is a piece of both political 


and Hollywood history is 
coming up for auction. 

Christie's auction house 
said Monday that the Mo- 
roccan landscape ‘Tower 





An oil on canvas painting by Sir Winston Churchill Painted in 
Jan. 1943 called 'Tower of the Koutoubia Mosque’ is displayed 
at Christie's auction rooms in London, Friday, Jan. 29, 2021. 

Associated Press 


of the Koutoubia Mosque" 
— a gift from Churchill to 
U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt — Is being sold 
by Angelina Jolie next 
month with an estimated 
orice of 1.5 million pounds 
to 2.5 million pounds ($2.1 
million to $3.4 million). 

The image of the 12th-cen- 
tury mosque in Marrakech 
at sunset, with the Atlas 
Mountains in the back- 
ground, is the only paint- 
ing that Britain's World War 
Il leader completed during 
the 1939-45 conflict. 

He painted it after the Janu- 
ary 1943 Casablanca Con- 
ference, where Churchill 
and Roosevelt planned 
the defeat of Nazi Germa- 
ny. The two leaders visited 
Marrakech after the con- 
ference so that Churchill 


could show Roosevelt the 
city's beauty. 

“Roosevelf was blown 
away by if and thought it 
was incredible," said Nick 
Orchard, head of Christie's 
modern British art depart- 


ment. He said Churchill 
captured the view in the 
“wonderful, evocative 


painting’ and gave if to 
Roosevelt as a memento of 
the trip. 

Churchill was a keen amoa- 
teur artist who completed 
some 500 paintings after 
taking Up painting in his 40s. 
Orchard said that "the light 
in Morocco and over Mar- 
rakech was something that 
Churchill was passionate 
about" and painted again 
and again. 

"He loved the dry air, the 
light, the sun and the way it 


played on the landscapes, 
he said. "And that's ab- 
solutely visible here in this 
painting. You can see the 
long shadows and the turn- 
ing purple of the mountains 
and the deepening of the 
sky — classic sunset time." 

The painting was sold by 
Roosevelt's son after the 
president's death in 1945, 
and had several owners 
before Jolie and partner 
Brad Pitt bought it in 2011.) 
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Serena Williams through easily in Australian Open tuneup 


By JOHN PYE 

AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Serena Williams found 
a silver lining in the de- 
layed start to the Australian 
Open, the season-opening 
Grand Slam tournament 
that is starting three weeks 
later than usual because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Time. 

Time to recover from an 
Achilles injury that ended 
her run at last year's French 
Open before her second- 
round match. Extra time 
with her daughter, albeit in 
hotel quarantine. 

The 39-year-old American, 
Qa seven-time Australian 
Open champion, restarted 
her lengthy quest for a 24th 
Grand Slam singles title with 
a 6-1, 6-4 win over Daria 
Gavrilova on Monday in a 
tuneup tournament at Mel- 
bourne Park. 

There are six tournaments 
being staged this week to 
give players some chance 
at competitive tennis be- 
fore the first major of the 
year starts next Monday. 
Williams is playing in the 
Yarra Valley Classic, along 
with top-ranked Ash Barty 
and defending  Austra- 
lian Open champion Sofia 
Kenin. 

The fifth-seeded Williams 
said she was "pushing the 
limits" just being fit enough 
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United States' Serena Williams makes a backhand return to Australia's Daria Gavrilova during a 
tuneup tournament ahead of the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia, 


Monday, Feb. 1, 2021. 


to compete at Melbourne 
Park. 

‘| needed every time — | 
dont think | would have 
been here if it was during 
the regular season, she 
said. "So, whew, that was 
an unwanted blessing, | 
would say, but if was much 
needed for me. 

"So | definitely took that 
time to recover and fo just 
do the best that | can — 
and so now it's a lot better." 
Williams played an exhibi- 
tion match against Naomi 
Osaka in Adelaide last Fri- 
day in her first post-quaran- 
tine action. 


Against Gavrilova on Mar- 
garet Court Arena, she 
wore a_ long-sleeve | shirt 
throughout the match dur- 
ing a relatively cool summer 
day in Melbourne and later 
said she achieved what she 
had aimed to achieve for 
a second-round encounter 
— mainly the 1 1/2 hours on 
court. 

Williams hit 28 winners and 
had 19 unforced errors, 
converted three of her six 
breakpoints and fended off 
all four she faced. She will 
next face Tsvetana Pironko- 
va. Williams beat Pironkova 
in the U.S. Open quarterfi- 
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nals in September and was 
set to play the Bulgarian at 
Roland Garros before injury 
forced her to withdraw. 
The extra few weeks off 
before the season meant 
there was just enough time 
for the bare minimum prep- 
aration. 

“Honestly, not as much as | 
would have liked, because 
| needed to take — Achilles 
.. oh my goodness, | didn't 
realize it would be this long," 
she said. "So | definitely was 
pushing the limits, but I'm 
here.” 

Williams has been stalled on 
23 major singles titles since 


the 2017 Australian Open, 
when she was two months 
pregnant with now-3-year- 
old daughter Olympia. 

In other matches at the 
Yarra River Classic, No. 13 
Danielle Collins beat Nina 
Stojanovic 6-2, 6-1 and sev- 
enth-seeded Petra Martic 
defeated Vera Lapko 4-6, 
6-3, 6-2. 

HALEP ADVANCES 
Second-ranked Simona 
Halep, the top-seeded 
player in the Gippsland Tro- 
ohy, had a 6-4, 6-4 second- 
round win over Anastasia 
Potapova to advance 
along with third-seeded Eli- 
na Svitolina, No. 8 Karolina 
Muchova and No. 9 Ekat- 
erina Alexandrova. 

Earlier, Coco Gauff was up 
a service break in the sec- 
ond set and appeared to 
be on the verge of victory 
in her first-round match be- 
fore having to fend off Jil 
Teichmann 6-3, 6-7 (6), 7-6 
(oF 

WARMUP WEEK 

The first Grand Slam tour- 
nament of the year was 
delayed by three weeks 
to allow for COVID-19 pro- 
tocols which required alll 
people arriving in Australia 
to soend 14 days in quar- 
antine. 

The biggest men's tourna- 
ment is the ATP Cup team 
event, which starts Tues- 
day. L) 





Rangers’ DeAngelo goes unclaimed on waivers by rest of NHL 
w FF 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Hockey Writer 

Tony DeAngelo went un- 
claimed by the NHL's other 
30 teams Monday after the 
New York Rangers put him 
On Waivers. 

It was not immediately 
clear what the Rangers 
would do with the 25-year- 
old defensemen who re- 
mains under contract with 
them. DeAngelo is not ex- 
oected to play Monday 
night against Pittsburgh. 
The Rangers waived DeAn- 
gelo on Sunday less than 
four months since re-signing 
him to a $9.6 million, two- 
year contract. DeAngelo 
was on the ice for four Pen- 
guins goals in an overtime 
loss Saturday night and has 
a minus-6 rating this season. 
Coach David Quinn de- 


clined to say whether the 
move to waive DeAngelo 
was solely performance- 
related. 

‘Things happen in- pro 
sports, and that was a de- 
cision the — organization 
made,’ Quinn said after 
practice Sunday. "| don't 
want to get into specifics. 
It's something the organiza- 
tion decided to do." 

That the Rangers took such 
an aggressive move fo af- 
tempt to cut ties with DeAn- 
gelo soeaks volumes about 
the 2014 first-round pick's 
fall in the eyes of the front 
office and coaching staff. 
He had been a healthy 
scratch earlier this season, 
and Quinn said journey- 
man Anthony Bitetfo would 
replace DeAngelo in New 
York's lineup. 


The Athletic and New York 
Post reported that DeAn- 
gelo was involved in a post- 
game "altercation" outside 
the locker room Saturday 
night with goaltender AIl- 
exandar Georgiev. Quinn 
said he wouldn't address 
“TUMOTS.- 

"This isn't about one in- 
cident," he said. ‘It's not 
about one thing. This is a 
situation that the organiza- 
tion felt was best at this cur- 
rent time." 

Quinn is expected to 
soeak to the media be- 
fore the game. At 2-4-2 
with six points through eight 
games, the Rangers sit in 
last place in the East Divi- 
sion. 

DeAngelo has one point in 
six games. He tied for 12th 
in Norris Trophy voting last 








Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry (35) blocks a shot 
by New York Rangers' Tony DeAngelo to win a shootout and an 
NHL hockey game in Pittsburgh, Friday, Jan. 22, 2021. 


season with 53 points in 68 
games during the short- 
ened regular season. 

"A handful of guys maybe 
arent playing at the level 


Associated Press 


they were playing last year, 
and you could probably 
say Tony would be one of 
them, but he's not the only 
one," Quinn said.) 
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Red Sox 2B, 2008 AL MVP Dustin Pedroia retires 


By JIMMY GOLEN 

AP Sports Writer 

BOSTON (AP) — Dustin Pe- 
droia, the undersized and 
over-achieving second 
baseman who spurred the 
Boston Red Sox to a pair of 
World Series victories with 
his grit and a third, after 
a knee injury effectively 
ended his career, with his 
mouth, has retired. 

"| never took one play off, 
from Little League on,’ 
Pedroia said on a video- 
conference with reporters 
on Monday. "| hope | did 
enough and set the right 
example in the city of Bos- 
ton." 

Pedroia, 37, was the AL 
Rookie of the Year in 2007 
and the MVP in his second 
season but played in a to- 
tal of nine games in the last 
three years because of the 
2017 injury from a spikes- 
high slide by then-Orioles 
shortstop Manny Macha- 
do. 

He was the longest-tenured 
player on the Red Sox ros- 
ter and the only holdover 
from the 2007 champion- 
shio team. 

"He was the ultimate team 
player," said Terry Franco- 
na, the current Cleveland 
manager and Pedroia's 
manager and cribbage 
opponent for six seasons. 


In this Aug. 16, 2011, file photo, Boston Red Sox second baseman Dustin Pedroia celebrates the 





completion of a triple play against the Tampa Bay Rays during the fourth inning of the second 
baseball game of a doubleheader in Boston. 


“He always seemed to save 
his very best plays for the 
most important time of the 
game. He seemed to will 
himself at times to lead us 
to victory. It is impossible to 
soend any amount of time 
with him and not become 
close to him. He just has 
that type of personality." 

A four-time All-Star and 


four-time Gold Glove win- 
ner, Pedroia batted .299 
with 140 homers and 725 
RBIs in a 17-year career, alll 
with the Red Sox. He is the 
only player ever fo earn 
Rookie of the Year, Gold 
Glove and MVP awards 
along with a World Series 
Championship in his first 
two full seasons; only nine 
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other players have accom- 
plished those feats in their 
entire career. 

| asked myself one day, 
‘Who would be a player 
that you would buy a fick- 
et to see, because if was 
worth it to watch him play 
for nine innings?’ And my 
answer was Dustin Pedroia,” 
longtime Red Sox designat- 
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ed hitter David Ortiz said. 
"He played with a little chip 
on his shoulder. 

"The one thing | learned for 
sure was that this was not 
about size. This was about 
heart,” Ortiz said. "He was 
the whole package." 
Pedroia's work ethic was 
topped only by his con- 
fidence. Team President 
Sam Kennedy relayed the 
story of Pedroia's first con- 
versation with then-general 
manager Theo Epstein re- 
layed after he was picked 
65th overall in the 2004 
draft. 

"Bro!" Pedroia said, "What 
took so long?" 

Pedroia made 11 consec- 
Ufive opening day starts 
for the Red Sox, second 
in franchise history only to 
Carl Yastrzemski. But his ca- 
reer effectively ended ear- 
ly in the 2017 season when 
Baltimore's Manny Mach- 
ado slid into second base, 
spikes-up, and connected 
with his left leg. 

Asked about the play on 
Monday, Pedroia said he 
was at peace with it. 

‘im not upset about any- 
thing any more,’ he told 
reporters. "There was a slim 
chance at a double play, 
and there was one guy on 
planet earth who could 
turn it. CJ 





Here are 12 Super Bowl trivia questions and answers 





Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady reacts after 
winning the NFC championship NFL football game against the 
Green Bay Packers in Green Bay, Wis., Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021. 
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By The Associated Press 
Tom Brady hasnt played 
in every Super Bowl. If may 
only seem that way. 

Brady will lead his Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers against 


the defending champion 
Kansas City Chiefs on Feb. 
7 in Tampa, Florida in Super 
Bowl 55. 

It will be the record 10th 
Super Bowl appearance 


for the 43-year-old Brady in 
his remarkable career. He 
went 6-3 in his first nine ap- 
pearances. 

In honor of Brady, here are 
12 trivia questions and an- 
swers to be enjoyed at your 
socially distanced Super 
Bowl party. 

1. Tom Brady has won six 
Super Bowls. Which player 
has the second-most Super 
Bowl wins? 

2. Name the seven starters 
(offense and defense) from 
the Chiefs’ Super Bowl 4 
team to make the Pro Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame. 

3. Name the four QBs to 
start the Super Bowl with 
multiole teams. 

4. Who was the MVP in the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
previous Super Bowl ap- 
pearance? 

5. Who its the last non-quar- 


terback Super Bowl MVP? 
6. Who is the only Super 
Bowl MVP from a _ losing 
team? 

7. What is the highest-scor- 
iNg game in Super Bowl his- 
tory? 

8. What is the lowest-scor- 
ing game in Super Bow! his- 
tory? 

9. Which city has hosted 
the most Super Bowls¢ 

10. Who scored the first 
touchdown in Super Bowl 
history? 

11. Who has the most rush- 
ing yards in a single Super 
Bowl? 

12. Which four teams have 
never appeared in a Super 
Bowl? 


ANSWERS: 
1. Hall of Famer Charles 
Haley with five. 


2. Len Dawson, Curley 


Culp, Buck Buchanan, Bob- 
by Bell, Willie Lanier, Emmitt 
Thomas and Johnny Robin- 
son. 

3. Tom Brady, Peyton Man- 
ning, Kurt Warner and Craig 
Morton. 

4. Dexter Jackson. 

5. Julian Edelman in Super 
Bowl 53. 

6. Chuck Howley from Su- 
oer Bowl 5. 

7. Super Bowl 29: San Fran- 
cisco 49, San Diego 26. 

8. Super Bowl 53: New Eng- 
land 13, Los Angeles Rams 
3. 

9. Miami with 11. 

10. Green Bay's Max Mc- 
Gee in the first Super Bowl. 
11. Washington's Timmy 
Smith with 204 yards in Su- 
per Bowl 22. 

12. Detroit Lions, Cleveland 
Browns, Houston Texans 
and Jacksonville Jaguars.L) 


